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A Range Extension of Nassarius miser (Dall, 1908)
by
Robert T. Howley
11760 Gilmore Street,
North Hollywood, California 91606

On October 2, 1982, an otter trawl was brought up from
a black mud bottom at a depth of 250 fathoms off Resort
Point, Palos Verdes Peninsula, Los Angeles County, Cal-
ifornia. Contents included the gastropods Acteocina eximia
(Baird, 1863), Amphissa bicolor (Dall, 1892), Bittium sp.,
Mitrella permodesta (Dall, 1890), Nassarius insculptus
(Carpenter, 1864) and a species of Nassarius represented
by five specimens. Those five shells were identified by Dr.
James McLean, Los Angeles County Museum of Natural
History, as Nassarius miser (Dall, 1908). One is deposited
at this museum and the others remain in the author’s
collection.

The northern range of Nassarius miser is cited as Cedros
Island, Baja California, Mexico, in A. M. KEEN (1971,
Sea Shells of Tropical West America, Stanford University
Press). The most northern part of Cedros Island is ap-
proximately 28°22'N latitude, 115°11'W longitude. Re-
sort Point is approximately 33°50'N latitude, 118°25'W
longitude. This is a range extension north of over 500 km
and, I believe, is the first published record of N. miser
from California.

I thank Ed Tarvyd, professor at Santa Monica City
College, through whose courtesy I was on board the re-
search vessel Vantuna. I also thank Dr. McLean, as well
as the captain and crew of the Vantuna.
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poration No. 463389 were filed January 6, 1964 in the
office of the Secretary of State). The Society publishes a

scientific quarterly, The Veliger. Donations to the So-
ciety are used to pay a part of the production costs and
thus to keep the subscription rate at a minimum. Donors
may designate the Fund to which their contribution is to
be credited: Operating Fund (available for current pro-
duction); Savings Fund (available only for specified pur-
poses, such as publication of especially long and signifi-
cant papers); Endowment Fund (the income from which
is available. The principal is irrevocably dedicated to sci-
entific and educational purposes). Unassigned donations
will be used according to greatest need.

Contributions to the C.M.S., Inc. are deductible by do-
nors as provided in section 170 of the Internal Revenue
Code (for Federal income tax purposes). Bequests, lega-
cies, gifts, and devises are deductible for Federal estate
and gift tax purposes under section 2055, 2106, and 2522
of the Code. The Treasurer of the C.M.S., Inc. will issue
suitable receipts which may be used by Donors to sub-
stantiate their tax deductions.

Donations in Memory of Lucinda Draper

Mrs. Lucinda V. Draper, a native of Iowa, passed away
suddenly on June 26. She was the wife of Bertram C.
Draper, and both have been long-time members of the
Conchological Club of California. A Memorial Fund has
been set up honoring Mrs. Draper, and in accordance
with the wishes of Mr. Draper, the proceeds have been
sent to the Veliger Endowment Fund. Donors include the
following: Mrs. Edith Abbott, Mrs. Jean Cate, the Con-
chological Club of Southern California, Mrs. Helen
DuShane, Mr. Joseph DuShane, Dr. James McLean and
Ms. Jo-Carol Ramsaran.

The California Malacozoological Society acknowledges
these generous donations with gratitude, and extends its
sympathy to Mr. Draper.




